TCCA Board Meeting
June 10, 2006

Members Present:  Alan Cameron, Kathleen Cameron, Mark Willmert, Sheila Longie, Jim Lillesby, Herman Fetchman, Andy Solin, Troy Schroeder, Ken Olson and Bob Crippa.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The following members were nominated as officers of the board:

Mark Willmert
President

Steve Smith

Treasurer

Dale Bjerke

Secretary

After no further discussion, Andy Solin made a motion, Sheila seconded, that this slate of officers be elected.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mark Willmert, and seconded by Andy Solin, to add an additional board member – Troy Schroeder.  Motion carried.

A special recognition was given to those board members who are leaving – Christine Jensen and Ken Olson.

UPDATES

The Curling Survey Analysis , conducted by the St Paul Curling Club, was passed out to those present.  It will also be posted on the TCCA website.

The Dakota Curling Club, currently curling at the Burnsville Ice Center, is looking for winter ice.  They have several leads – Dakota County Fairgrounds and the Black Dog Sports Facility.

The Edina Curling Club is up and running.  Construction on the building began this week.  A mailing will be sent out to all spring league members and clinic attendees.  Interested curlers are encouraged to reserve their ice time. 
Medicine Lake has contacted the TCCA (through Dale Bjerke).  They are revamping their Community Center and would like to add a curling club.   Dale said the interest is also tied into softball.  The next step is to discuss land use.

A discussion ensued regarding the role of the TCCA in helping start new clubs.  The focus will be on support.

The U S Deaf Association, represented by Herman Fetchman, discussed the possibility of a donation for the Deaf Olympics.  He has volunteered to lead the deaf curling effort.  He had a deaf team entered in the SPCC spring league.  The Dakota Curling Club also has several teams with deaf players.  Dakota is offering a deaf only league with 30 people.  The Deaf Olympics will be held February 1 – 10/2007 in Salt Lake City.  Three players from Minnesota and 1 Canadian will make up the USA team.  The next Olympics will be held in four years in Slovakia.  As of yet, curling is a demonstration sport only.  Because it is not an official sport, Herman said the team needs help with funding.  He has set up a non-profit 501c(3) – Deaf Athletes of MN.  It will cost $5,000 per athlete to compete.  There are 5 people per team and both a men’s and women’s team, so $50,000 is needed.  At the Olympics, there will be 6 men’s teams competing (Canada, USA, Finland, Sweden, Germany, and an Eastern bloc country) and 4 women’s teams (Canada, USA, Sweden and Germany).  They also have a need for coaching and practice time.  Alan Cameron suggested that he contact Mike Dry from the Racine CC who is also hearing impaired.
GENERAL BUSINESS

Membership/Volunteers – Affiliates will bring in the members.  However, additional volunteer help is needed.

Internet/Website – Several people have offered to help with the website.  Troy said he has a new staff member in his company he could ‘volunteer’.  Dale has also offered to help.  It was agree that the website needs more constant updating.  It also needs new structure.  A template can be bought.  The site just needs an ‘owner’.

USCA Member Services Meeting will be held at the Embassy Suites in Bloomington, MN July 27-28.  They are interested in linking up with the TCCA for business models, etc.  They have offered time on the agenda.  It was agreed that the TCCA could easily fill 45 minutes with both a presentation and time for questions.  Ken would be the best person to do the presentation.  Troy will contact the USCA to set this up.
Affiliate Program – Mark asked Edina CC to wait before signing the Affiliate Contract.  He felt the TCCA needed a chair for this program.  Sheila volunteered for this role.  She will also be involved in future discussions with the SPCC.

Fundraising – The goal is to get funding for more equipment and also to help deaf curling.  We can leverage our 501c3 status.  Sheila commented on the concern of keeping new clubs going.  Definitely needs to be the focus.

Future meetings – The board agreed to meet on a more regular basis.  The general meeting will always have a fixed time – the 2nd Monday of every month.  That will begin with Monday, July 10th.  The place will be the same – The Happy Gnome – and the time will be 7:00.
ASSIGN COMMITTEE CHAIRS

The position of Affiliate Chair will be held by Sheila Longie.  Bob Crippa offered to help with fundraising as he has some expertise with friends in fundraising.

MEETING ADJOURNED.  
